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ALBANTA : ‘
POPULARITY STRUGGLE HETWREN HODJA AKD SHEHU

-

Enver HODJA, Communiat chief in Albania, 1s reported to
be involved 1n a bitter "popularity struggle” with Russia's new
favorite, | Goneral) MehmetuSHE U, according to a recent reliable
raport.

Reasch for the struggle, which 1s closely guarded, 1is
a unique one in Soviet satellife countries. iOINA, founder of the
pressent Communist Party in Albenia, msde a name for himself as an
underground resistance leader during the war. Much like TITQ he
has been a comrade in arms with many of his countrywen. To aid
his personal ambitions, as wéll as to fortify his government after
Yugoslavia broke with the Cominform, H0ODJA started to publicise
himseilf as another SKANDERBEGS, Albania's'naticmal hero sho defended
the country against the Turks some 570years ago. A9 a result of
his successful campaigning, Albanian Communlsm has been more and

~ hore personified by one person-~HODJA. -

Russia, wmeanwhile, viewed I[ODJA's Increasing popularity
with some misgivings, since she prefers to distribute vower in
satellites among several) Communist leaders who would, to a certain
axtent, compete with each other. Though HODJA ruthlessly purged
all Titoist elements from the Albanian Communist Partv, his per-
sonal similarity to TITO as far a&s his popular anueal 13 concerned
has remained a target for Soviet suspioion. Moreover, HODJA's
former close cooperation with Yugreslavia-~during the war and imme-
diately after the war--are likely to be held agalnst IODJA by the

Russians whenever they wish to promote their own favorite--SHEHU.

(During the war, Albanian partisans in the strength of
two divisions once rescued TITO's trapned foreces., In the nostwar

.era, Yugoslav hegemony Cver Albania was an open fact which found

expreasion in the many joint Yugoslav-Albanlan development csompanies,
Yugoslav exnerts working in Albanla, and finally, in .TITO's offer -
to merge the two country's currencies into one--the Yugoslav dinar
was to replace the Albanian currency.)

General SHEHU i1s not burdened withaich a political past,
although .he has occupied several cabinet posts under HODJA, Less
intelligent and not nearly so woll educated as HODJA, SHEHD is
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openly supoorted by the Soviet legatlien in TIRNA which mere and
mora considers him a confident, especlally in military matters.

This internal struggle between SHEHU and HODJA has been
cleverly kept from the Albanian people--wh0 are not aware of 1t
at all. : .

(RIC: Reliabls and exeellent background)
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